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Annual Report

Vero Beach Police Department

1055 - 20th STREET
VERO BEACH, FLORIDA 32960-6441
Telephone (772) 978-4610

Office Of The Fax (772) 978-4691
CHIEF OF POLICE

Dear City Manager Falls, Mayor Cotugno, City Council Members, and Citizens of Vero Beach:

As your Chief of Police it is my honor to lead the dedicated men and women of the Vero Beach Police Department.
We are committed to providing a professional police service which promotes a sense of safety and high quality of life
for all who reside, work, and visit our beautiful community!

The following is a Public Safety review from 2023:

v Nine (9) Police Officers were hired in 2023.

v' Three (3) Police Officers (Sgt. Bill Offutt, MPO Darrell Rivers, and SRO Charles McFarland) and two
(2) Civilians (Terri Barcelona and Helen Bolling) retired in 2023.

¥ In May, Matthew Monaco was promoted to Deputy Chief, Megan DeWitt to Sergeant, and Jennifer Brumley
to Corporal.

v" We continued to offer free gun safety classes at our firearms facility for community members.

¥"In January, K-9 Officer Chase Hatfield and Officer Kassandra Ayala received a lifesaving medal for preventing
an individual from taking his own life.

v The following employees reached workplace milestones in 2023:

Deputy Chief Monaco 25 years Corporal Dan Brumley 10 years
Sergeant Frank Adamski 25 years Corporal Greg Plumb 10 years

Officer Charles McFarland 25 years K-9 Officer James Doty 5 years
Lieutenant Brian Kerensky 20 years Officer Hector Hurtado 5 years

Master Communications Officer Jack Dube 15 years Officer John Scroggin 5 years

The Diana Duve murder investigation (2014) aired on CBS/48 Hours in May 2023.

In June, Addison Cravenho was arrested for selling counterfeit gold and silver from a local business.

In August, my fellow Police Chief’s elected me 3 Vice President of the Florida Police Chief’s Association

(FPCA). I am slated to become FPCA President in 2026.

v" VBPD became an accredited law enforcement agency through the Florida Commission for Law Enforcement
Accreditation in 2002. We were reaccredited in 2023 as an “Excelsior” agency.

v" City Council approved the hiring of four (4) additional police officers and one (1) administrative assistant to
handle public records requests and body camera/video redactions.

v" In November, Lieutenant Phil Huddy was recognized on National Philanthropy Day for his work with
Substance Abuse Free Indian River County (SAFIR).

v National Night Out, Christmas parade, Meals on Wheels, Shop with a Cop, Coffee with a Cop, DEA Drug Take
Back, St. Baldrick’s Foundation, Back to School fill a bus, Salvation Army Holiday Red Kettle, and the Special
Olympic Law Enforcement Torch Run were some of the events we participated in during 2023.

v VBPD had 39,939 calls for service and 864 total arrests in 2023.

v K-9 Officer James Doty and Animal Control Officer Scott Lee were voted VBPD Employees of the Year for 2023.

ANRNEN

Sincerely,

"

Chief of Police
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SWORN OFFI|CERS ClVILI AN STAFF

Chief David E. Currey
Captain Matt Monaco . ..
Lieutenant Daniel Cook Co_mm_unlcatlons [_)'V'S'On _

Lieutenant Matthew Harrelson Communications Supervisor Rari Ryan

Lieutenant Phil Huddy Senior Communications OfficerDavid Schrier
Lieutenant Brian Kerensky

e e g Senior Communications OfficerJack Dube
Sergeant Frank Adamski Call Takerll: Brandy Hall

Sergeant Chris Cox N
Sergeant Brian Hesse Call Taker llAlison Stewart

Sergeant Megan DeWitt Call Taker: Tonigaye McLeon
Sergeant Brad Kmetz .

Sergeant Dennis DeAcetis Call Taker: Kendra Hockaday
Sergeant Sean Toole Call Taker: Nicole Thomas
Corporal Gregory Plumb Call Taker: Brittany Valencia
Corporal Jennifer Brumley
Corporal Oscar Dominguez
Corporal Dan Brumley
Detective Greg Matakaetis
Detective Giovanny Fonseca
Detective Sean Crowley
Detective Kyle Eder
Detective Lee Evans John Makolin
Detective Eduardo Somoza : )
Detective Russell Lachowicz Crime Scene Unit
K-9 Officer Chayse Hatfield Animal Control CSI Mike Gasbarrini

K-9 Officer James Doty Scott Lee CSI Robert Skoglund
Public Info. Officer Kelsea Marty

Traffic Officer David Farquharson Fiscal Specialist Evidence Tech. Terri Dillon

Traffic Officer John Scroggin :
Officer Rodrigo Aguilar Terri Barcelona/Frances Hall

Officer Richard Chimenti e Se_Cretal’la| Staff _
Officer Austin Amburgey Records Division Julie Poteat, Sr. Executive Sec

Officer Kassandra Ayala Helen Bolling
Officer Ethan Bannister

Officer Christian Butterfield

Officer Brian Green Yok i

Officer Jason Jones e Ca

o)

Officer Kyle Kuehn 5

Parking Enforcement Information Systems
Jon White

Officer Arturo Luna

Officer lvan Covarrubias
Officer Camilla Defriedeomero
Officer Jesse Maslan

Officer Ali Gonzalez

Officer Matthew Gonzalez
Officer Sebastian Gonzalez
Officer Morgan Saucier
Officer Soledad Hernandez
Officer Mark Vandhuynslager
Officer David Wells

Officer Paul Wickert

Officer Jeremiah Willis




The Patrol Division is commanded by the Captain
of the uniform patrol-9di CiRsSTi,omnamal| t camftiro/ mot
Members of the Division are also responsible fo

A staff of two |ieutenants and four sergeants

sion. Staff members ensure personnel |l evel s ar
are completed. Projects include, but are not

gener al patrols for overall crime deterrence,

creased contact with the public.

TRAFFI C AND MOTORC UNI FORM PATROL

The ni.f or
In 2023, the Vero rolF‘"h.%%sDﬁn%&h.%g&a|
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sulted in injury. TheBldboiphtUghep gﬁpfugegj
ities. Twenty-four crashes involved pedestrians
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: . arrest S nef:es
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NVESTI GATI ONS

VERO BEACH POLICE DEPARTMENT
I n 2023, of ficers responde:q
Press Release overdose incidents. Cocaint
ot her -logpssead edrugs were i den
mary dr ugs27 nivnoclivdeedn.t sf a tnavlo
overdoses and 6 incidents
eskEentanyl was identified i
To: All Media overdoses incidents. There
FROM: Chief David E. Currey usages.

SUBJECT: Sale of Fentanyl/Cocaine (Case#2023-0489)

DATE: March 17,2023

During the month of March 2023, the Vero Beach Police Department’s Special Investigations
Unit conducted an investigation into the sale of narcotics. Investigators subsequently conducted a
controlled purchase of Cocaine from the suspect, identified as Gary Ritto. When tested, the
“Cocaine” yielded a positive result for the presence of Cocaine and Fentanyl.

On March 14, 2023 at approximately 11:00 PM, Vero Beach Police Officers conducted a traffic
stop on Mr. Ritto for not wearing a seatbelt. Vero Beach Police Department K-9 “Batman” was
utilized and positively alerted to the presence of narcotics within Mr. Ritto’s vehicle. Upon
conducting a search of Mr. Ritto and his vehicle, Vero Beach Police Officers located the
following:

o Digital Scale

o Drug Paraphernalia (Crack Pipe)

e 2.9 Grams of MDM A/Fentanyl

e $8,662.00 US Currency
Mr. Ritto was taken into custody without incident and charged with the following:

e Sale/Delivery of a Controlled Substance Within 1000° of a School

e Possession of Controlled Substance

e Possession of Drug Paraphernalia

e Forfeiture Filed for the $8,662.00

s /8

Mr. Ritto remains incarcerated at the Indian River County Jail on a $55,500.00 bond. POLIC: b DEF“

Gary Paul Ritto DOB: Jan 10, 1960
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